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Dear Kenston Families,

The Timmons Preschool Special Education Peer Role Model program is a unique opportunity
for preschool aged children to model classroom behavior and skills for children who have
developmental delays. Children who participate in the Peer Role Model program gain
confidence in a school routine that will prepare them for kindergarten.

A peer role model is a child without a disability who displays typical development and behavior
in the classroom setting. A peer role model enhances the education of special needs students
by being a helper, a leader, and a friend. Peer role models help special needs students reach
their learning goals through play and social interactions. Peers alsc model typical school
behaviors such as sharing, turn taking, and participation. In return, our peers learn confidence,
empathy, and school readiness skills. All students in the program participate in a variety of
developmentally appropriate preschool activities. Peer role model students must model
age-appropriate preschool behavior to be accepted into the program.

Each of our two special needs preschool classrooms has four role model slots, and preference
is given to returning students first. Each class is taught by a certified Early Childhood Special
Education teacher and a classroom aide. Children being considered for the Peer Role Model
program, must first participate in a preschool screening. This screening will take place on
January 29, 2021, between 11:30am-1:30pm, and February 12, 2021, 11:30am-1:30pm. at
Timmons Elementary school building. Once the applications are received, we will review them,
and then contact families to participate in the screening. Please note, if your child is accepted
into the program, our classes take place Monday-Thursday, AM 8:35am-11:05am and PM
12:50-3:20pm. Transportation is the sole responsibility of the parents/guardians.

Once we have made our selections of acceptance, based upon information from the screening,
those families will receive further information by phone or email.

Sincerely,

Do Kogaliwo

Dave Rogaliner Melissa A. Miller
Principal Director of Special Education PK-5
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EER ROLE MODEL G PROCE

e Each child will be screened during a 30 minute session. Sessions will be held on
January 29, 2021 and February 12, 2021 11:30am-1:30pm. Families will be
notified as to which session their child will be assessed.

e We will be running the sessions as a mock preschool day from drop-off to
pick-up.

e Students must be potty-trained, independent of self-help skills, have appropriate
social skills, good language skills, and we would prefer they have a year of
preschool already (this is not a must)

¢ A checklist to document social interaction, behavior, and pre-academics will be
completed by our school psychologist and teachers.

e Articulation and language will be screened using the PLS-5 (Preschool Language
Scales) screener by our speech/language pathologists.

e Students will complete an art activity, with the classroom teacher to determine if
they have preschool readiness fine motor skills.

e Students will be given scheduled bathroom breaks. During the breaks the
students will need to demonstrate independence.

o Once the session is over, the team will meet and review the data collected to
determine if the student met the criteria to be placed into one of the available
slots.

¢ Those students meeting the criteria, will receive a phone call or email with further
information. Those students not meeting the criteria, will receive a letter in the
mail.
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2021-2022 Peer Role M | Enroliment Application

Kenston Local Schools Preschool offers an inclusive preschool program for students 3-5 years old who reside within our
district. Our preschool consists of two half-day special needs classrcoms with four role model students in each class. All
Kenston preschool teachers are state certified Special Education teachers with each having a Masters degree.

e Peer role model students are accepted at the Kenston Preschool based on the following criteria:
o The child is at least three years old, preferably child has a year of preschool experience

The child is toilet trained at the time of enroliment and independent of help

The child is motivated, participates and is accepting of adult direction

Speech intelligibility: 80% of speech is intelligible during out-of-context conversations

The child can answer “wh” type questions appropriately

Age appropriate self-help, behavior, social, and pre-academic skills are observed

O 0 0 0 O

e A Parent Rating Form is attached to this document and needs to be completed and returned, via email, by
January 27, 2021, or by February 9, 2021 if your child is attending the February 12, 2021 date.

e The screening for role model placement will take place on January 29, 2021, or February 12, 2021. The school
team will contact parents as to what time their child will be assigned.

¢ Please let us know if your child has ever been evaluated through an agency, privately, medical facility or through a
school department? YES NO

* If yes, please provide copies of any evaluation information that you have to assist us in knowing your child as well
as possible.

® The preschool team will review all the information on the screened applicant and determine if the child is
appropriate for the program. We will then place a phone call to you to set-up a time for your child to come in for
our play based assessment. This will be done individually this year for health safety.

¢ Placement into the program is based on eligibility and availability. Both classes are held Monday-Thursday, AM
8:35am-11:05am, PM 12:50pm-3:20pm. The Kenston School District calendar is followed.

¢ All of these forms should be returned to the Special Education Office (email, or fax):
Kenston Special Education Office
17425 Snyder Rd.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023

Email: melissa.miller@kenstonapps.org
Fax: 440-543-3021

**If for some reason you are unable to scan/email or fax, you may drop off the application by calling the
office first at 440-543-3013

Preschool tuition for the 2021-2022 schooi year is: $2100.00
No adjustments are made for student absences or calamity days.

Date form received: Scheduled:
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