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December 1, 2020 
 
Nancy Santilli 
Superintendent 
Kenston Local Schools 
17419 Snyder Road 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023 
 
Dear Superintendent Santilli, 
 
 I am writing in my capacity as Geauga County’s Health Commissioner to express my full support 
of your decision to temporarily move your district to a full remote learning model. I know this is a 
difficult decision to make given the weighty consequences in both directions. Public health 
professionals recognize and value the many benefits to students of learning in a structured congregate 
setting with in-person professional educators to provide instruction and support in so many ways. 
Well educated youth are far more likely to lead healthy lives.  
 

However, we are in the midst of a public health crisis like none we have experienced in more 
than a century and there is a need to be proactive in our planning and make these sorts of 
adjustments by design rather than by default. We are challenged by the inability to quantify the 
prevalence of COVID-19 in school-aged children because they are likely to be asymptomatic, untested, 
and subsequently undiagnosed. Therefore they do not appear in the case data sets. While it is not yet 
possible to know how much is spread in the school environments, we do know that the incidence rate 
in the county as a whole has increased by 700% in the past 30 days alone and that will have an impact 
on students and staff capacity. 

 
We expect these decisions to vary between districts based on their own experiences, capacity, 

and other factors. Given the many conversations and planning efforts you and I have shared this year, 
I have absolutely no doubt that you have balanced the needs of your Kenston students and staff, the 
families of both, and the community as a whole in your decision and you have my full support.  
 
Best Regards, 

 
 

Thomas Quade 
Geauga County Health Commissioner 

http://www.gphohio.org/

