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OSDA RULES AND GUIDELINES  
  
 This overview is intended to highlight where individuals should look regarding 
various rules and guidelines that are of particular relevance to OSDA competition.  
  
 The OSDA strongly recommends coaches familiarize themselves with each of 
these items.  
  
   
 I. OSDA “POLICIES AND PROCEDURES”  
 A.General Eligibility  
 1. Schools - Article I Section 1  
 2. Contestants - Article I Section II  
 B. Districts and District Committees (Article IV)  
 C.Appeals to the Board of Directors (Article VII)  
 D. Royalty Disclaimer (Article VIII)  
  
  
 II. OSDA “TOURNAMENT OPERATIONS MANUAL”  

 This document has rules and guidelines for administering and conducting:  
A. Qualification to the OSDA Middle School State Tournament  
B. OSDA Middle School State Tournament  

  
  
 III. OSDA “COMPETITIVE EVENTS MANUAL”  
This document has rules and guidelines for the OSDA sanctioned events, including:  

A. Event Descriptions and Guidelines 
 B. Rules Governing the use of Electronic Devices  
 C. Rules Governing Published Material for Interpretation  
 D. Rules Governing Scripts and Sources  
  
COMPETITIVE EVENTS MANUAL  
  The Ohio Speech and Debate Association conducts District and State 
Tournaments in three broad categories: Debate, Public Speaking and Interpretation. 
Utilizing dynamic competitive events, the OSDA provides a wide variety of formats to 
teach, practice and enhance the oral communication arts.  
 The OSDA Competitive Events Manual contains the rules, regulations and 
accepted policies for competition at the OSDA Middle School State Tournament.  
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  I. OVERRIDING GUIDELINES  
 

 A. ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
1) Policy, Big Questions, Public Forum and Congressional debaters may 
use electronic devices to take notes and to access previously stored 
material during a round.  

 2) No electronic devices are permitted in any other Speech Event.  
3) No electronic device or equipment may be used to access a person or  
outside source during around. The use of such devices or equipment will 
result in disqualification from the tournament.  

 4) Judges may use an electronic device to take notes during a round.  
 5) Audio or video recording of any part of a round by a competitor, judge,  

or observer is prohibited.  
 6) If a competitor’s cell phone becomes audible, and/or a competitor uses  

an electronic device such as a cell phone, tablet, or any other electronic  
device, other than for timing purposes and the explicit purposes in this 
article during a round, the competitor will receive a loss or a rank of last 
for that round.  

 7) If a judge’s or observer’s cell phone becomes audible, and /or a judge  
 or observer uses an electronic device such as a cell phone, tablet, or any  

other electronic device, other than for timing purposes during a round, the 
school of that judge or observer will be assessed twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) for each infraction in that round.  

  
B.  SOURCES, SCRIPTS, AND CONTENT SUITABILITY  

1) It is the sole responsibility of the competitor and coach to comply with 
OSDA guidelines regarding scripts and sources. Failure to comply may 
result in disqualification at the point of discovery.  

 a) The use of any uncopyrighted ephemeral electronic resources as  
a source is prohibited.  
b) In Debate Events, contestants must have their sources available 
in the event of a protest.  

2) Speech Event Scripts and Sources  
 a) Each contestant must use the single speech or single cutting  

listed on the applicable tournament registration for Declamation.  
 b) No contestant may use a speech which s/he used in a previous  

season  
 

3) OSDA Middle School State Tournament.  
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a) Each contestant must bring to the Middle School State  
Tournament a copy of the speech or cutting and the original source 
from which the cutting was obtained.  

 b) In Interpretation a student may pull material from multiple  
sources as long as each source is clearly identify and the author is 
audibly credited.  
c) If script legality is brought into question, failure to submit the  
original source within thirty minutes from the time it is requested 
will result in disqualification at the Middle School State 
Tournament.  

 d) All lines taken from the source must be spoken by the character  
the line was given to by the author. (In other words, one character  
may not speak a line written for another character.)  

 e) Further guidelines in Oratory and Interpretation are provided in 
those sections of this manual.  

 4) Appropriate Content for Competition Materials: 
a)The use of profanity is not permitted to be spoken or suggested  
in Middle School competition even if the language or actions are  
included in the script 
b) Tobacco, Alcohol, and all illegal drug use are acceptable themes 
to be covered; however, the behaviors should not be emulated in a 
way that celebrates these practices or diminishes the seriousness of 
these topics.  
c) Sexual Content is not allowed for this age group for  
competition. 
d) Extreme and graphic violence is not allowed 

  
II. DEBATE EVENTS  
The OSDA middle school debate events consist of Policy Debate, Big Questions  
Debate, Public Forum Debate and Congressional Debate.  
  

A. POLICY DEBATE 
Policy Debate is formulated to train students in cross-examination debating 

proficiency, which includes research of the resolution, organization of 

materials, logical thinking and analysis, soundness of argument, use of 

evidence, adaptation to opponent’s case, force of rebuttal, and effectiveness 

of delivery. The event shall consist of teams of two (2) persons prepared to 

debate both sides of the resolution.  
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1) The Resolution for Policy Debate is determined by the National  

Federation of High Schools, approved by the National Speech and Debate  

Association (NSDA) and the OSDA and is debated for the entire year. It is a 

resolution that asks the affirmative team to advocate a significant change in 

current United States government policy.  NB:  The NSDA limits the scope of 

the topic area for middle schools; these limits will be in effect for the 

State Finals. 

2) The cross-examination style of debate as practiced by the NSDA shall be  

used. Constructive speeches shall be a maximum of eight minutes in length 

alternating from affirmative to negative speaker. Immediately following each 

constructive speech, the opponent questions the speaker for three minutes. 

Each debater must question one  opponent. Each debater then has a 

four-minute rebuttal, negative first. Each team shall have  a maximum of 

eight accumulative minutes of preparation time. Team members may allot 

this time at their own discretion. 

a)The cross-examination time belongs to the questioner. The 

questioner may request the witness to re-read or hand over evidence 

during the questioning period. Debaters who cite evidence during  

each round must be able to provide the evidence upon request. 

b) During a debate, no debater may receive any help from the coach  

or the audience.   

 
B.  BIG QUESTIONS DEBATE   
Big Questions debating format involves opposing contestants debating a topic concerning 
complex worldview questions. Topics will address deeply held beliefs that often go 
unexamined. Students are assigned a side of the topic before each round and present 
cases, engage in rebuttal and refutation, and participate in a question period.  

1) Each debater will make an opening presentation, laying out the arguments 
and reasons to prefer their side of the resolution. These are called the 
Constructive speeches, and they are five minutes long. The Affirmative 
speaker will always speak first. Following these speeches, there is a 
three-minute question segment. During the questioning segment, the  
Affirmative speaker will ask the first question. Following the first 
question, the questioning period is a free-flowing question and answer 
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period where both speakers may ask each other questions. Following the 
Constructive speeches and the first question segment, each debater will 
deliver a speech addressing the key claims and contentions of their 
opponents. This speech will address where there are weaknesses or 
opposing evidence, identify main areas of clash and how arguments 
interact with one another, rebuild their own contentions, and offer 
additional evidence for their position. These speeches are known as the 
Rebuttal speeches, though their content may not be entirely made up of 
rebuttal. The Rebuttal speeches are four minutes long and followed by a 
second question segment, which is identical in form to the first. The 
Rebuttals and question segment is followed by the Consolidation 
speeches. These speeches are three minutes long and serve to reduce the 
debate to its core elements. Debaters will focus on identifying the areas 
they are garnering the best advantage and strengthening the analysis and 
argumentation in those areas; the form will not resemble a strict 
“line-by-line” treatment of the debate. Additional evidence or analysis on 
existing points of contention will be given, but new arguments are 
discouraged. Debaters will give a Rationale speech – a three-minute 
summation of the central argument(s) that prove their side and the reasons 
they have proven them in this debate. No new arguments are offered in the 
Rationale speech; the speeches focus entirely on the activity that has taken 
place earlier in the debate.  
2) Affirmative Constructive – 5 minutes  
    Negative Constructive – 5 minutes  

     Question Segment – 3 minutes  
    Affirmative Rebuttal – 4 minutes  
    Negative Rebuttal – 4 minutes  
    Question Segment – 3 minutes 
    Affirmative Consolidation – 3 minutes  
    Negative Consolidation – 3 minutes 
    Affirmative Rationale – 3 minutes  
    Negative Rationale – 3 minutes  

 
3) Both sides will receive a three minutes period of prep time to be used at  
any time (except in the middle of a speech which has begun) to prepare  
their speeches. 
4) Big Questions is designed to pit opposing worldviews against each  
other in an effort to lead students to explore levels of argumentation that  
are rarely reached in other debate formats. For that reason, the Negative  
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debater is expected to present arguments that the resolution is actively  
false. Negative speakers should view themselves as the Affirmative on the  
inverse resolution – exemplum gratia, the Negative on “Resolved:  
Socrates is a man” should view themselves as the affirmative on  
“Resolved: Socrates is not a man.” Any prima facie burdens on the 
 Affirmative debater apply equally to the Negative debater. Negatives 

must  
do more than refute the Affirmative case.  

 
 
 
 C.   PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE  
Public Forum Debate is formulated to train students in cross-examination debating 
proficiency, which includes research of the resolution, organization of materials, logical 
thinking and analysis, soundness of argument, use of evidence, adaptation to opponent’s 
case, force of rebuttal, and effectiveness of delivery. The event shall consist of teams of 
two (2) persons prepared to debate both sides of the resolution. Mavericks shall not be 
allowed at tournaments.  

1)The crossfire style of debate as practiced by the NSDA shall be used in  
the Middle School State Tournaments. The constructive speeches shall be  
a maximum of four minutes in length, alternating between pro and con  
speeches, order to be determined by a coin toss at the beginning of the  
round. After each pair of constructive speeches, a three minute Crossfire  
shall occur between the two speakers. After all constructive speeches and  
Crossfires have been completed, Speakers 1 and 2 shall give two-minute  
Summary Speeches, followed by a three-minute Grand Crossfire among al  
four speakers. Finally, Speakers 3 and 4 shall give two-minute Final Focus  
speeches. Each team shall be allowed a total of two minutes preparation  
time during the course of the debate.  
2) During Crossfire or the Grand Crossfire, debaters may ask the
opponents to re-read or hand over evidence. Debaters who cite evidence 
during each round must be able to provide the evidence upon request.  
3) During a debate, no debater may receive any help from the coach or the 
audience, nor may s/he be prompted by anyone while speaking.  
4) The Middle School State Tournament will utilize the March NSDA 
Public Forum topic.  

D. CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE  
 The OSDA conducts a Student Congress at the Middle School State Tournament to train 
students to simulate an actual Congress in which contestants must research, write, and 
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present effective legislation, engage in parliamentary procedure, and exhibit intelligent 
delivery and argumentation.  

1) Congressional Debate offers several sessions of debate in which 
legislation is presented for discussion. This discussion consists of 
alternating affirmative and negative speeches of three minutes in length, 
beginning with an affirmative speech. Students may ask speakers 
questions in a direct questioning format following each speech. This 
format continues until the chamber has exhausted debate and votes to pass 
or reject the legislation.  
2)Following each speech, there will be a period of direct questioning. 
Each questioner shall have a period of 30-seconds to ask one or multiple 
questions. The total questioning period will be 2 minutes after the 
authorship/sponsorship and 1st negative speech and 1 minute for every 
speech thereafter. Additionally: 

a) The PO must keep a separate questioning precedence/recency 
(to ensure equal opportunity for legislators to ask questions), and 
should promptly adjudicate the end of each 30-second period. 
b) If a questioner does not use her/his full 30 seconds, the 
presiding officer has the discretion to call on another speaker, or 
absorb the time. 
c) No suspensions of the rules to extend questioning are permitted. 
d) Questioners may not prefer questions with information external 
to the speaker’s remarks. 
e) Questioners may interrupt a speaker during his/her response, but 
the manner in which they do so is subject to critique by judges – 
remember, this is Congress – there is a standard of decorum and 
courtesy that members should be held to! 

i) Questioners should strive to expose flaws in the 
speaker’s arguments by asking a series of questions 
about the speaker’s remarks. These questions 
should subject the speaker’s arguments to intensive 
and focused scrutiny. There should be no “softball 
questions.” The segment is for asking questions; not 
for making new arguments or rehash old arguments. 
Questions and answers should be concise and to the 
point. To that end, questioners may politely 
interrupt speakers during their responses when, for 
instance, they ramble or do not directly answer the 
question. 
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 2) Judges score each speech on a scale of three to six based on the  
speaker’s ability to bring relevant and new debate, provide specific and  
accurate support, speak clearly and engagingly, and answer questions  
expertly. Judges rank individual competitors at the end of a session, where  
1 is the best rank.  

 3)Parliamentarians regulate Congress sessions in cases of rules violations  
and disputes, but a chamber-elected student presiding officer conducts the 
session according to parliamentary procedure.  

 4) Students advance to  final sessions of Congress based  
on judge rank for each individual competitor. This approach also 
determines the top six speakers in the final round.  
5) A docket for the entire season of Middle School Congressional Debate 
will be posted on the OSDA website by October 15. Tournament hosts can 
choose pieces from the docket for the weekly tournaments. The Middle 
School State Tournament docket will be posted on the OSDA website by 
January 15. 

  
III.   PUBLIC SPEAKING EVENT  
The OSDA Public Speaking event is Oratory  
  A.   Oratory is intended to train students in creating, organizing, developing, and  

presenting original thoughts into a truthful, coherent, worthwhile speech.  
1) This contest shall be comprised only of orations actually written by the  
contestant and not used by him/her at any previous season’s tournament.  

 2) Any appropriate subject may be used for the oration. Orations should be  
a minimum of six (6) minutes to a maximum of ten (10) minutes with a 30  
second grace period and must be given from memory without the use of a 
script. 

 a) Timing shall begin with the first word or movement in the  
presentation. A thirty-second grace period shall be allowed.  

3)  Guidelines for Oratory.  
 a) Quoted Words: Maximum is 150 published quoted words. 

Words such as “a,” “an,” and “the,” as well as other words of three 
letters or fewer do count in the total number of counted words. For 
example, “The quality of service will be judged by historians,” said  
Ronald Reagan has a total word count of nine (9). All words within  
the quotation marks that are a direct quotation must be counted.  
Hyphenated words within a direct quotation count as one word.  

 b) All words, phrases, paragraphs, and statistics taken from outside 
sources should be within quotation marks. This includes words 
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directly identifying statistics, even though they may be 
paraphrased. For example, … of the “850 U.S. soldiers” killed thus 
far in Iraq, “71% were from rural areas.”  

 c) Clichés such as “don’t look a gift horse in the mouth” are not 
d) counted as quoted words. If the source of a cliché, proverb, or 
folk saying cannot be traced, it need not be listed in the 
bibliography.  

 e) Any original dialogue (written by the student) is simply  
placed within quotation marks. It is not to be underlined and 
counted. All material taken from outside sources including 
dialogue must be placed within quotation marks. It is underlined 
and counted.  

 f) If quoted words are repeated in the oration again, they must be 
underlined and placed within quotation marks and counted again in  
the total word count.  

 h) The source for the quoted words must be cited in the oration  
itself, at least in an abbreviated verbal citation. The full citation 
must appear in the bibliography. For example, Winston Churchill 
once said, “This is our finest hour.”  
 h) A paraphrase from an outside source may be used, but the 
orator must include a brief verbal citation in the oratory as well as 
a complete citation in the bibliography.  
i) Paraphrasing without verbal citation and full citation in the 
bibliography is considered plagiarism and is grounds for 
disqualification.  
j) The orator must be truthful. Any non-factual reference, 
especially a personal one, must be so identified.  

 k) The oration must be typed in 12 point font in Times New  
Roman.  

 4) The following criteria will be used to evaluate the successful orator:  
 a) Vocal Qualities:  

i) The speaker used crisp enunciation, was easily heard, and 
spoke at an appropriate rate.  
ii) The speaker altered rate, volume, and pitch in relation to 
the subject and to create interest.  

 b) Physical Presentation:  
 i)The speaker maintained eye contact with the audience.  
 ii) The speaker used appropriate gestures that were relaxed 

and expressive and enhanced the content.  
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 iii) The speaker was poised and confident and presented 
himself/herself professionally.  

 c) Speech Content:  
 i.) The speaker created an oration that had a defined topic,  

clear purpose, and an interesting interpretation.  
 ii) The speaker cited any sources or research used in the  

speech.  
 iii) The speaker presented an organized speech that was  

easy to follow.  
 iv) The speaker identified all non-original or non-factual 

material.  
 v) The speaker used dynamic vocabulary, sentence  

structure, and other rhetorical devices.  
 vi)  Professionalism  
 vii) The speaker establishes presence with poise,  

confidence, and command of the performance area.  
viii) The speaker remains attentive and courteous 
throughout the duration of the round.  

 5) Aids:  Visual aids will NOT be permitted in Middle School Oratory  
  
 
 IV.  INTERPRETATION  
The OSDA conducts contests in the following Middle School interpretative events: 
Declamation and Interpretation.  
 A.  DEFINITION OF PUBLISHED MATERIAL 

1) The Ohio Speech and Debate Association requires the use of published 
material for competition in Interpretation. This defines what will be 
accepted as “published material” in OSDA Middle School State 
tournaments.  

 2) The intent is that all middle schools materials presented in  
interpretation events must be available to all members of the OSDA. It is  
further intended that through competition in these interpretation events, 
students should explore the vast world of literature available.  

 3) All selections must be published or commercially available in print, 
audio, or video form. A student's original work, even if published, is not 
permitted. Material only published in a school newspaper, literary 
magazine or yearbook is prohibited.  

 4) At OSDA Middle School State Tournament, contestants must bring the 
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published copies of their selections in print, audio or video form with title 
page or audio/video credits included. The original copy should have an 
ISBN or ISSN number. If it does not, the coach or supervising adult must 
be able to show that the original was printed prior to such identification or 
purchased or obtained through public exchange. For example: a bill of sale 
from a literary agent or publisher, listing in a catalog or that the original is 
publicly available through the library or via an Internet sales website.  

 a)Self published material is unacceptable for use in Interpretation  
events.  

 b)  Social networking and email are unacceptable for use in  
Interpretation events.  

 5) The burden of proof is on the competitor and coach. Access to the  
original source must be provided to the district or state committee within  
thirty minutes of the request. If the original source is a non-print medium,  
the coach or supervising adult must provide the means necessary to access  
said medium. This includes access to Internet sources as well as  
audio/video materials. Computer/disk/flash drive failure, network blocks  
or lack of equipment at the host school does not excuse this requirement.  

  
 B.  DECLAMATION (DEC)  
 Declamation is designed to train students not only to present a speech but also to 
recreate the thoughts, emotions, and effects of the original oration.  

 1) Material used in this contest must have been presented as a single  
speech by its author or by an author who wrote the speech for the person 
who delivered the original oration, a person other than the student 
contestant. The contestant must name the title and author or the principal 
orator. Material in Declamation must meet the following criteria:  

 a)The speech must be available to all, either electronically or in  
print, whether published or unpublished. If available electronically,  
the speech may be in text, audio, or video form.  

 b) The speech as originally presented must be true to the original  
speaker or author, and must not be a work of fiction or drama.  

 2) An introduction or transition may be included in the oration 
 3) Orations may not have gender changes or revisions in statistics, quotes,  

etc.  
 4) The Declamation must be presented as a memorized speech without the  

use of physical objects, properties, or costumes.  
 5)  The time frame is a minimum of six (6) minutes to a maximum of ten  

(10) minutes with a 30 second grace period.  As long as the performance  
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falls within the time frame, time should not be a factor in determining the 
final rank. Contestants who do not fall within the time frame can be 
penalized by the judge. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a 
speaker’s request. 

 6) The following criteria define the successful orator and shal be used in  
evaluation:  

a) Vocal Qualities:  
 i) The speaker used crisp enunciation, was easily heard, and  

spoke at an appropriate rate.  
 ii) The speaker altered rate, volume, and pitch in relation to  

the subject and to create interest.  
 iii) The speaker recreated and appropriately altered the  

tones used by the original orator.  
 b) Physical Presentation:  
 i) The speaker maintained eye contact with the audience.  
 ii) The speaker used appropriate gestures that were relaxed  

and expressive and enhanced the content.  
 iii)The speaker was poised and confident and presented  

himself/herself professionally.  
 c)  Interpretation:  
 i) The speaker captured the tones, emotions, and intent of  

the original oration.  
 ii) The speaker was emotionally involved and varied  

emotion as dictated by the content of the oration. 
iii) The speaker delivered the oration in a manner that  
enhanced the messages of the speech.  

 iv) The speaker presented the oration in a manner that held  
the audience’s attention.  

 d) Professionalism  
 i)  The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence,  

and command of the performance area.  
 ii) The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout  

the duration of the round.  
   

C.  INTERPRETATION  
 Interpretation is designed for speakers to recreate the thoughts, emotions, and  

stylistic elements of published work that may use multiple genres (prose, poetry,  
drama). Students may employ a multitude of vocal and physical techniques to 
capture the nuances of the selections and maintain a connection with the audience. 
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Speakers have creative liberty and should exhibit strong speech mechanics and 
appropriate levels of emotion that fit the context of the selections.  

 1) Each contestant shall perform a combined program,of any of the three  
genres (prose, poetry, drama) with a central theme. The program can 
include multiple genres however;.contestants must identify the author(s) 
of the selection(s).  

 2) The manuscript must be held and controlled by the contestant. This is  
an interpretive event, not an acting event; however, dialogue and 
characterization may be used. No physical objects, properties, or 
costumes, excluding the manuscript itself, may be used. Speakers are 
permitted to use the manuscript as a prop or an extension of their 
performances.  

 3) The contestant must address the script; however, introductory and  
transitional material may be memorized. Introductory and transitional  
material need not be original, may be presented at any time and as often as  
desired, and may be delivered with open or closed book. Speakers should  
provide an introduction to their themes and topics, noting the authors and  
titles of their selections. However, where, when, and how these are  
accomplished are speakers’ decisions and not a judging criterion.  

 4) The time frame is a minimum of six (6) minutes to a maximum of ten  
(10) minutes with a 30 second grace period.  As long as the performance 
falls within the time frame, time should not be a factor in determining the 
final rank. Contestants who do not fall within the time frame can be 
penalized by the judge. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a 
speaker’s request. 
 5) When evaluating a student consider the following criteria:  

 a) Vocal Qualities  
 i) The speaker enunciates and projects his/her voice in a  

manner easily heard by the audience.  
 ii) The speaker varies rate, pitch, volume, and tone in  

relation to the subject of the selections.  
 b) Physical Presentation  
 i) The speaker varies gestures, facials, and body language  

according to the subject of the performance material.  
 ii) The speaker uses movements that do not detract from the  

selection’s meaning.  
iii) The speaker uses movements to clearly define  
character(s). 

 iv)The speaker maintained a relative balance of eye contact  
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between the manuscript and the audience.  
 c) Interpretation of Literature  
 i) The speaker presents material in a manner that is logical  

and enhances the meaning of the selection.  
 ii) The speaker varies appropriate emotions to reflect the  

changes in the subject matter of the selection.  
iii)The speaker uses both physical and vocal variation to  
give characters depth and dimension. 

 iv)The speaker illustrates an awareness of the author's’  
purposes, voices, messages, and stylistic uniquenesses.  
v) All lines taken from the source must be spoken by the  
character the line was given to by the author. (In other  
words, one character may not speak a line written for  
another character.) The gender of a character as written by  
the author may not be changed to accommodate the gender  
of the interpreter, unless specifically permitted by the  
Author. 
vi). The speaker uses both physical and vocal variation to 
give characters depth and dimension. 

 d) Professionalism  
 i) The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence,  

and command of the performance area.  
 ii)The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout  

the duration of the round.  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  


